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I don’t play the lottery. Largely, because I don’t find gambling entertaining. I am also aware that I have 

already won a big lottery. I was born white, male, and healthy into an affluent family in the United States of 

America in the middle of the 20th century. That was a chance occurrence that has “paid off” for me. I didn’t 

earn it and I don’t deserve it, but winning this lottery has given me social, cultural, and political privileges that 

continue to pay dividends for me. 

It is very unusual that I ever walk into a place and don’t receive a genuine welcome. People assume I am 

honest, trustworthy, and safe. When I am pulled over for speeding the officer gives me a relaxed smile. There 

are lots more examples. Not every person gets that kind of reception. I don’t have to prove my honesty, it is 

given to me because of my cultural and ethnic background. Most of the time I don’t even think about it. I 

have come to assume I will have this privilege wherever I go. When I am not accorded this privilege, I am 

shocked and offended. 

It is important for me to remember that this privilege comes purely as a matter of chance. My culture and 

ethnic background are not superior to that of others. I don’t own more of this country, because of this cultural 

privilege, than any other American. I don’t have a greater right to these assumptions about me because I am 

white. My identity is not tied tightly to this privilege. I am not defined by this privilege.  

Our principle identity is as child of God. We are defined by the grace and mercy that we have received from 

God. We didn’t earn this or deserve it either, but God is more generous than our culture is, so this is given to all 

people. This identity and worth is not something that can be taken from us. All we can do is enjoy it and follow 

God’s lead, and live with all others as brothers and sisters in Christ. Part of following God’s lead is refusing to 

allow anyone to tell people of color that they don’t count as much as white people count; that their culture 

doesn’t count like white culture counts; or that they don’t belong in this country as much as white people do.  

This is not just a political issue. Jesus spent way too much time with people who, to other people, weren’t 

supposed to count for this not to be a major Jesus thing. God made a creation in which diversity is a survival 

trait for all living things – humans included. White supremacists tell lies about God when they say that God 

made the white race better than others, or that God has blessed their culture with more enlightenment or 

truth than others. We cannot let others tell these lies about God. And we cannot let 

others tell these lies to God’s children in the hopes that it will break their hearts and 

allow one group to exploit and exclusively hold on to special privileges that they 

didn’t earn and don’t deserve. 
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BETHLEHEM’S MUSIC MINISTRY 

Our music ministries at Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

are wonderfully rich experiences of Christian 

community, beauty, service, and joy. 

Each of our choirs is really a small group that shares 

faith and encourages one another. The joy on the 

faces of young and old reflects the joy that God has 

for each of us. We encourage you to think about 

becoming part of one of our music groups. 

The Contemporary Worship Team, lead by Sue 

Jorgensen, usually meets on Wednesday evenings. 

The Cherub Choir for children kindergarten through 

grade 3, lead by Ruth Ullstead, meets at 6:30pm in 

the choir room; The Celestial Choir, for children 

grade 4 through 7, lead by Karen Dowell,  meets at 

6:15pm in the St. Peter room; the Chancel Choir, also 

lead by Ruth, for those older than grade 10 meets at 

7:00pm in the choir room. Many come early and 

have a meal with us starting at 5:45pm. Choir 

schedules with rehearsal and worship times can be 

found on the website, www.bethlehemcf.org 

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF KIT ASSEMBLY  

Saturday, September 30 at 9:00am, we will 

be assembling kits for Lutheran World Relief. 

All ages are welcome. We will put together school 

kits, health kits, and baby care kits. We hope to 

assemble over 300 kits. Many hands will make this 

quick work. Supply lists are available on the website 

or on the welcome table. Please have supplies at 

the church no later than Sunday, September 24. ??? 

Cont act  Ba rb  Dav i son ,  277 -66 02  o r 

sbdavison@cfu.net 

Bethlehem has been a partner with Crop Walk for            

decades.  Please give to support the Northeast Iowa 

Food Bank and hunger around the world.  The walk 

will be Sunday, October, 1 starting at St. Luke’s 

Episcopal Church in Cedar Falls.  For those wishing to 

walk that day, registration will be at 1:30pm and the 

walk begins at 2:00. Walkers are also asked to bring a 

food item for the food bank that Sunday. All 

donations of any size are 

appreciated. Council on Service 

will begin collecting donations 

for Crop Walk beginning Sunday, 

September 24. 

You may have noticed that the 500th Anniversary of 

the Reformation is coming up in October. Secular 

history makes note of the significance in terms of the 

political and cultural changes that went through 

Europe resulting from the Reformation, so it isn’t just 

church people who think this is a big deal. 

You might be wondering about the key people in 

the Reformation, or the ways it changed thinking 

about God, or the impact it had on literacy. You 

might be wondering how to tell your kids or 

grandkids about this event that started the Lutheran 

and other Protestant churches. We will set up a 

display of books for sale for all ages from Augsburg 

Fortress Press that will help you learn 

more about this pivotal event and the 

people that were involved in it. It will go 

up this month in the lobby. You can look 

at the materials and see if you are 

interested in buying any of them. We 

hope you see something of interest. 

Thank you for your part in 

helping collect 500 soccer balls 

for children in Belize. I will be 

delivering the balls to schools in 

Belize the last week of 

September. Your generosity is 

appreciated so that I can help spread the Good 

News around the world, Matthew Iehl 

(Bethlehem raised over $500 for Balls for Belize) 

“God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday is an opportunity 

to celebrate who we are as the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in America - one church, freed in 

Christ to serve and love our neighbor. Sunday, 

September 10, 1:30pm, we will join with others from 

St. John and Nazareth Lutheran churches and the 

UNI Lutheran Student Center to serve the people of 

the Cedar Valley. 

Meet at 1:30pm at the south parking lot of Big 

Woods Park, for prayer together before clearing 

foliage from around the lakeshore and cleaning up 

trails and benches. Last year we had several 

individuals and families thank us for taking care of a 

place that they enjoyed. ??? Contact Pastor Gary, 

pastor@bethlehemcf.net or 266-3541. 
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JOYFUL TIMES GROUP 

What is Joyful Times? It is a small group 

ministry for members of Bethlehem who 

are of AARP age or empty nesters. You 

don’t have to be retired to join in the outings, as some 

are scheduled in the evening or on weekends.  

• Wednesday, September 20, 11:00am - Lunch Cruise on 

the Iowa River. Depart BLC at 9:30am. Cost: $27.00 

Watch the Welcome Table for more information and a 

sign-up sheet.  

 QUILT ’N CRAFT  

Thursday, September 14, 7:00pm, at 

the home of Wendy Reilly and 

September 28, 7:00pm, at the home 

of Becky Anderson. Bring your own 

craft or learn a new one. All are 

welcome. 

SEPTEMEMBER 

6- Sloppy Joes,  20- Pizza, 13- Nacho Bar, 27- TBA 

NO VOLUNTEERS MEANS NO MEALS….Wednesday 

night meals will resume September 6. We are in 

dire need of people to volunteer to make and 

serve a meal or volunteers to serve pizza. If we do 

not have volunteers, there will not be a meal. We 

need volunteers; September 20 (serving pizza), 27, 

October 11, 18, 25, November 8, and 15. If you 

can help, please sign up in the Fellowship Hall or 

contact Heather, heather@bethlehemcf.net 

Sunday, September 

3, following11:00am           

worship. All are                  

welcome! Ovens  

available at 10:00am. 

THANK YOU to everyone who contributes to 

Community Meals. Through this wonderful program, 

Bethlehem serves a free meal to the community 6 times 

a year at First United Methodist Church in Cedar Falls. 

We serve the third Tuesday every other month, 

February, April, June, August, October, and December. 

Each meal can cost between $300-$400, and is funded 

entirely through donations. The Bethlehem Endowment 

Committee donates money each year, yet it is not 

enough to cover the full cost for the year. We do not 

always see a name attached to the Community Meal 

Sunday offerings, which is why I am saying THANK YOU 

to all of you who give a Community Meals designated 

donation. All are invited to come when we serve, to 

eat with us and see what a good meal we provide. This 

is a social time and not just to feed those in need. 

Meals are served 4:30-6:00pm. If you would like to 

volunteer, we can always use help with serving and 

clean-up. Bethlehem members are amazing 

volunteers, and we have a lot of fun working together. 

Thank you again for those who 

donate money to support this 

mission, even if I cannot give you a 

personal thank you. You are in our 

prayers, Norma Williams.  

BOOK BEAT….We are focusing on Martin Luther in 

the library in September and October. There are 

many books about Luther for every age. The Life of 

Martin Luther is a pop-up book for very young 

children that gives a short version of Luther's life. 

The illustrations are fun and children will enjoy 

finding the animals on every page. In The Little 

Lutheran, as a child Luther wonders if God really 

loves him. In rhyming words, children are reassured 

that the Bible tells us He does. The picture book 

Martin Luther, A Man Who Changed the World, is 

for older children who are ready to hear a longer 

story of Luther's life and the beginning of the 

Lutheran faith. The graphic novel Luther gives 

teenagers a contemporary way to look at the 

drama involved in Luther's separation from the 

Catholic faith.  Adults will find Luther, the Biography 

of a Reformer gives a well-rounded look at Luther's 

life; an interesting read that speaks to not only the 

personal, but the politics of his time, as well as 

explaining how and why such things as church 

doctrine and hymns are a part of our worship. 

Daughter of the Reformation gives us a look at the 

Reformation through the eyes of those who lived it, 

particularly Catharina von Bora, the wife of Martin 

Luther. Look for these books and many others in 

our library. 
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  SEPTEMBER 2017 

Confirmation is a ministry of learning and faith 

development for young people in grades 8-10. 

This ministry will take place on Wednesday evenings 

(6:30-7:30pm has been our time in the past, but it 

can be negotiated) beginning September 6 (you 

are welcome to come for supper beginning at 

5:45); Sunday mornings 9:45am, beginning 

September 10, for study; a couple of Saturday 

mornings for non-book faith development; 

confirmation camp for 8th graders during the 

summer of 2018. Students in 10th grade will meet 

Wednesdays through October 25. Confirmation 

Sunday is October 29. 

Wednesday, August 30, 6:00pm will be our 

orientation for students and parents. We will meet in 

the worship area. 

FAITH AND LEARNING COUNCIL is 

looking for someone or a small 

group of people to lead the 

Christmas Program. There is                         

a solid system set up, we just need 

some help. Please consider 

volunteering for this great annual 

event! Contact Lisa Newgard, lisa11327@gmail.com or                

415-4204 with questions or interest!   

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ALL AGES resumes  

September 10.  ??? Contact Pastor Gary                     

or Lisa Newgard. 

Sunday School Opening 

for grades PK-2 begins 

September 17, 9:45am. 

We at Bethlehem Lutheran Church believe that faith 

formation is a continuing work of the Holy Spirit 

throughout our lives. Our lives change through the 

years and the world changes around us. The faith and 

understanding of God and the world we had just ten 

years ago often does not address the personal 

situations of our lives now.  

We offer several opportunities for adults to engage the 

Bible and talk about God’s continuing work in our lives.  

The Sunday morning Bible study takes place between 

morning worship services. We meet at 10:00am in the 

Library beginning September 10.  

Another adult study meets the fourth Tuesday of the 

month at 7:00pm in the congregation’s Library. This 

study begins September 26. We have been using a 

video study of the foundational issues of the Christian 

faith, guided by Rob Bell, a noted Christian speaker.  

Friends in Faith is a group that meets together and 

reads a book that inspires faith. They meet the third 

Sunday of the month, 6:30pm in the Library of the 

congregation.  

A Bible study breakfast for men meets the fourth 

Saturday of the month. They study the gospel reading 

appointed for worship the next Sunday. We have 

bagels, orange juice, and coffee while we study. The 

next meeting is September 23, 7:30am in the Fellowship 

Hall. 

Friends in Faith will meet Sunday, September 17, 

6:30pm in the Church Library. We will be 

reading: Luther and Katharina: A Novel of Love and 

Rebellion by Jody Hedlund, a 

historical fiction book about Katie 

Luther. We hope to read the first 

100 pages (or as much as you can) 

and discuss the questions in the 

study guide. All are welcome to 

join! Bring a beverage for yourself 

and a snack to share, if you like.  

mailto:lisa11327@gmail.com


              DONATE NOW 

Use your smartphone to scan the  

QR code or go to bethlehemcf.org  

and click on “Give Online” 

underneath the Worship tab. 

UNIFIED GIVING THROUGH MAY 

Income: $198,610.14 

Mission Plan: $210,848.00 

              ($12,237.86) 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION If you are moving, or if 

you have changed your phone number or email 

address, please contact the church, 266-3541 or 

office@bethlehemcf.net, so we can stay in touch 

with you. 

2017 CONGREGATIONAL GOALS 

† Support an ongoing system of formation of faith 

for all ages through cross-generational 

community building. 

† Engage members in finding their places in 

congregational ministry. 

† Recognize and respond to community needs by 

expanding current community outreach 

involvement. 

† Commit to being inviting and hospitable. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

319-226-3541 

office@bethlehemcf.net 

 

CHURCH OFFICE STAFF 

Pastor Gary Hedding 

319-464-7278, pastorgary@bethlehemcf.net 

Robin Souhrada - Director of Faith Formation  

robin@bethlehemcf.net 

Rachel Storm - Office Manager 

rachel@bethlehemcf.net 

Heather Schneider - Ministry Coordinator  

heather@bethlehemcf.net 

COLLEGE CLASSES have resumed. If 

you would like the church to have 

your college address, please                   

c o n t a c t  H e a t h e r  a t 

heather@bethlehemcf.net 

Stewardship – Luther Style is 

the theme for our financial 

stewardship emphasis this 

fall. We have gotten serious 

about our Reformation 

heritage as the 500th 

anniversary of Martin Luther 

posting 95 points of debate 

with the medieval church 

comes closer. We have found some real treasures in 

Luther’s small catechism and some of his other 

writings. I wonder if there are some treasures to be 

found in the way Luther saw Christians relating to God 

and their financial stewardship? OK, you know I 

wouldn’t have asked that question if the answer 

wasn’t, “Yes, there are some extraordinary ideas 

about stewardship in Luther’s writings.” 

Our emphasis begins September 17 and continues for 

the next two Sundays as well. Luther has encouraging, 

faithful, and inspiring ways of approaching Christian 

stewardship, and we are going to let those ideas 

support our lives as generous followers of Jesus. Each 

of the three Sundays will take one major theme from 

Luther’s works to help us have a healthy relationship 

with God, our money, and our stuff. His writings free us 

from anxiety and dependence on what we have and 

brings us the good news that we are free to be 

generous without fear because of the dependable 

goodness of God. 

Stewardship – Luther Style will include an opportunity 

for us to make a thoughtful, intentional, and prayerful 

estimate of what we will give to God through this 

congregation in the coming year. This helps us live as 

people whose lives are centered in the gratitude for 

the gifts we have received from a generous God. 
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RALLY 

SUNDAY 
 

SEPTEMBER 10 

9:30am 
 

EVERYONE is invited to enjoy 

root beer floats in the Fellowship 

Hall as we celebrate the first day 

of Sunday School. Come and 

meet teachers and catch up 

with friends! 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
9:45-10:45am 

Preschool, age 3,-2nd Grade 

children begin with Opening in 

the St. Peter Room off the 

Fellowship Hall (beginning 9/17).  

3rd-10th Grade youth meet in 

their classrooms. 

10th Grade youth-Adults meet in 

the Church Library. 

Supper, 5:45pm 
 

Celestial Choir     
(Grades 4-7)   

6:15-7:00pm 
 

Cherub Choir       
(Grades K-3) 

6:30-7:00pm 
 

Confirmation  
(Grades 8-10) 

6:30pm-7:30pm 
 

Chancel Choir         
(10th Grade-Adult)       

7:00-8:00pm MINISTRIES RESUME SEPTEMBER 6 

REGULAR WORSHIP HOURS RESUME  
SEPTEMBER 3, 2017 

8:30am and 11:00am 
 

REGULAR OFFICE HOURS RESUME   
SEPTEMBER 5, 2017 

Monday-Thursday                         
8:00am-3:00pm 

Friday, 8:00am-Noon 
 

Office Closed                                      
Labor Day, September 4, 2017 

 LEGOs - 
Luther Style  

Youth & Family 

Kick-Off 

Sunday, August 27, 11:30am 
 

Help build a 50”x50”  

Luther Rose out of LEGOs 
 

“German style” lunch: 

 brats, hot dogs, keg root beer,  

chips, fruit, dessert, & drink. 
 

Reformation games & prizes 


